
 

 

Welcome to Johannesburg!  

A brief guide to the city and conference 

 
The conference will run over two days: 1 and 2 December 2022. There will be an opening event on the 

evening of 30 November, co-hosted by the African Centre for Migration and Society and the GALA Queer 

Archive. We encourage participants to arrive in Johannesburg earlier in the day to enjoy the festivities.  

CONFERENCE VENUES 

Opening party and exhibition launch 30 November 

• Wits Anthropology Museum 

Wits University (east campus), Robert Sobukwe Block, ground floor – west corridor. 

 

NB Further details, including the event start time, will be shared well in advance of the conference.  

 

Panel sessions 1-2 December 

• Senate Room 

Wits University (east campus), Solomon Mahlangu House, second floor – east wing 

 

NB A detailed conference programme will be circulated in the coming months. Please arrive fifteen 

minutes before each session so that we can keep to schedule.  

 

Additional information about accessing and navigating the Wits campus can be found here. A map of the 

east campus is included at the end of this document.  

 

A conference representative will meet delegates at the main Jorissen St entrance (highlighted in pink on 

the map at the end) on the first morning to help facilitate access to the Wits campus. The exact time will 

be communicated closer to the date.  



 

AIRPORT ARRIVALS AND TRANSFERS 

All intercontinental flights to Johannesburg land at OR Tambo International Airport.  

 

On arrival, you will be required to show a proof of vaccine certificate to clear immigration. Unvaccinated 

travellers must provide a negative COVID-19 test, recognised by the World Health Organisation, that was 

obtained not more than 72 hours before the date of travel [CORRECT AS OF JUNE 2022]  

 

Please be aware that travel regulations may change between now and your departure. We strongly 

encourage you check the latest advisories from the South African government before travelling (official 

updates can be found here). 

 

A train service, known as the Gautrain, operates between the airport and city. Gautrain cards (similar to 

an Oyster card) can be purchased at the station. Alternatively, you can tap your debit or credit card at 

the platform entrance (as long as your card allows for contactless/tap-and-go payments). 

 

The train is a great option for people staying in Rosebank or surrounding suburbs. The Rosebank station 

is in walking distance of many hotels. We do not recommend catching the Gautrain to Park Station, 

unless you are familiar with the area and have pre-arranged transport. There have been clashes 

between private taxis and ride-share drivers near Park Station and so we do not recommend catching an 

Uber from here.  

 

For people staying in other areas, we suggest catching an Uber directly from the airport to your 

accommodation. You will need to indicate your pick-up location at the airport (based on a numbered 

pylon) when booking. We also recommend confirming your location with the driver to ensure a smooth 

collection. This is easier than it sounds – just follow the instructions on the Uber app and you will have 

no problems.  

 

Do not use a private taxi service from the airport. We recommend that you only use ride-sharing apps 

for your safety and convenience. If you do not have Uber or wish to use an alternate service Bolt is 

another option. 

LOCAL TRAVEL  



 

Multiple ride-sharing apps are available in Johannesburg. The most popular are Uber and Bolt. We 

recommend using Uber as it provides the most professional service. It is the safest and most reliable 

way to navigate Johannesburg.  

 

The Rea Vaya bus service operates between Wits University and some areas (including Melville, 

Auckland Park and Westdene). However, you need to purchase a Rea Vaya card before using the service 

and this can sometimes be tricky and time-consuming. Please ask for advice if this is something you are 

interested in.  

 

The Gautrain is a great alternative when travelling between Rosebank or Sandton and OR Tambo 

International Airport. 

The most ubiquitous form of local transport is the minibus taxi. We do not recommend catching one 

unless you are familiar with the area and know how the system works. Minibus taxis are notorious for 

driving fast and dangerously, and they are frequent involved in road accidents. This mode of transport is 

best avoided.  

WEATHER  

Johannesburg has a subtropical highland climate. The conference will be taking place in early summer. 

The average daytime temperature is a beautiful 26°C. 

SAFETY 

Johannesburg, like the rest of South Africa, suffers from a high crime rate. We advise you to travel as 

lightly as possible. Only take what you need and always be discreet with valuables, such as cash, phones 

and expensive jewellery. Avoid leaving phones on tables when at cafes and restaurants.  

 

Walking at night is best avoided – use a ride-share app instead.  Walking in the day is relatively safe, so 

long as you remain aware of your surroundings (e.g. don’t text and walk). 

 

Never accept help when withdrawing money at an ATM. Also be extremely cautious if approached by 

someone claiming to provide assistance.  

 



 

Johannesburg is a great city to explore and experience. Do not be put off my its reputation – if you are 

sensible and aware, you will have a great time.  

INSURANCE AND HEALTHCARE 

We strongly encourage all participants to have an appropriate level of insurance, both for belongings 

and healthcare.  

 

South Africa’s socio-economic disparities are reflected in its healthcare system. The public system is 

overstretched and often unreliable, while the private system offers world-class treatment options. 

Relying on the public healthcare system is best avoided. 

 

Nearby (private) doctors 

• Meldene Medical Centre, 28 4th Ave, Melville 

• Parkwood Medical Center, 46 Ashford Rd, Parkwood 

• Quadcare, 80 Jorissen Street, Braamfontein  

• Engage Men's Health, 27 Boxes, 74 4th Ave, Melville (for MSM and gay men) 

 

Nearby (private) hospitals 

• Netcare Milpark Hospital, 9 Guild Rd, Parktown 

• Netcare Garden City Hospital, 35 Bartlett Rd, Mayfair West 

• Netcare Rosebank Hospital, 14 Sturdee Ave, Rosebank 

 

COVID-19  

[CORRECT AS OF JUNE 2022] 

On 1 April 2022, South Africa lifted its National State of Disaster. However, a number of regulations 

remain in effect. A mask covering the nose and mouth must be worn in public spaces, including shops, 

retail stores, service providers and public transport.  

 

Aside from having to show a vaccine certificate at the airport, you may be required to show proof at 

other venues. We recommend carrying a copy with you at all times.   

 



 

Wits University requires all visitors to be vaccinated and to provide a vaccine certificate to access 

campus. This rule applies to the conference, which will be held on campus. Masks and anti-bacterial gel 

will be made available throughout the conference. 

Currently, visitors to Wits University must complete a screening protocol before they are granted access. 

Information on how to do this can be found here. We will advise of any changes to the Wits policy prior 

to the conference.  

ACCOMMODATION  

Wits University is situated in Braamfontein. There are several good hotels and AirBnBs nearby. Areas 

you might consider for AirBnBs include Melville, Greenside, Rosebank, Parkview, Parkwood and 

Auckland Park.  

 

The hotel venue for the conference is the Parktonian in Braamfontein. A conference representative will 

meet delegates staying at the Parktonian on the first morning and walk with them to the Wits Campus. 

 

Hotel and Airbnb options

 

Airbnb 

Braamfontein 

Paktown 

Auckland Park 

 

Rosebank 

 

Hotels 

Parktonian, Braamfontein 

Garden Court, Milpark 

City Lodge Newtown 

Home Suit Rosebank

FOOD & BARS 

Parktown 

Olives & Plates - 7 Yale Road, Parktown 

Johannesburg 

Auckland Park 

44 Stanley - 44 STANLEY Avenue, Johannesburg, 

2092 

 

 

 

Maboneng  

Maboneng Precinct - 286 Fox Street, 

Johannesburg 

Parkhurst 

Hudsons - 13th Street Parkhurst 



 

 

 

Paul’s Ice-cream - 22 4th Ave, Parkhurst  

 

Melville 

Six Cocktail Bar - 7th Street, Melville 2092 

RATZ Bar -  9 7th Street, Melville 2092 

 

 

Rosebank 

Proud Mary - 26 Cradock Avenue Johannesburg 

2196  

Saigon Suzy - 144 Jan Smuts Avenue, 

Johannesburg 

The Zone - 177 Oxford Road Johannesburg 

 

CONTACT 

Conference coordinator 

Moenirah Daniels (they/them) 

+27714062993 (WhatsApp) 

almresearchnet@gmail.com 

 

Alternate conference contact 

B Camminga 

+27683125117 (WhatsApp) 

 

Police 

10111 

 

City of Johannesburg emergency line (for life-threatening situation – fire, medical emergencies, etc.) 

011 3755 911 

Map 

        Jorrisen Street entrance 

        Conference Venue 

       Opening Event Venue 



 

 


